THE   QUARRIES                    1T9

-less steeply to the crater-lake, on the other a stone thrown down
would reach the foot of the precipice; the view extends from sea
to sea. Over all the most absolute stillness reigns.

The statues in the quarries number altogether over 150.
Amongst this mass of material there is no difficulty in tracing
the course of the work. The.surface of the rock, which will
form the figure, has generally been laid bare before work upon
it began, but occasionally the image was wrought lying partially
under a canopy (fig. 49). In a few cases the stone has been
roughed out into preliminary blocks (no. 58, fig. 60), but this
procedure is not universal, and seems to have been followed
only where there was some doubt as to the quality of the material.
When this was not the case the face and anterior aspect of the
statue were first.carved, and the block gradually became isolated
as the material was removed in forming the head, base, and sides.
A gutter or alley-way was thus made round the image
(fig. 55), in which the niches where each man has stood or squatted
to Ms work can be clearly seen; it is, therefore, .possible to
count how many were at work at each side of a figure.

When the front and sides Were completed ^down to every
detail of the hands, the undercutting commenced. The rock
beneath was chipped away by degrees till the statue rested
only on a narrow strip of stone running along the spine;
those which have been left at this stage resemble precisely
a boat on its keel, the back being curved in the same way
as a ship's bottom (fig. 50). In the next stage shown the
figure is completely detached" from the rock, and chocked
up by -stones, looking as if an inadvertent touch would send
it sliding down the hill into the plain below (fig. 56}. In one
instance the moving has evidently begun, the image having
been shifted out of the straight. In another very interesting
case the work has been-abandoned when, the statue was in
the middle of its descent; it has been carved in a horizontal
position in the highest part of the quarry, where its empty
niche is visible, it has then been slewed round and was. being
launched, base forward, across some other *empty niches at a
lower level. The bottom now rests on the .floor of ^the quarry,
and the figure, which has broken in half, is supported in a standing
fashion against the outer edge of the vacated shelves.. The first
impression was that it had met with an accident in transit, and